GLOBAL NEXTGEN INDEX

Protecting the liberty of our next generation, today.

End Child Detention Scorecard

LEBANON

Published August 2018 using information compiled between November 2017 — January 2018, based on
the most up-to-date reports and analysis available.

/EN D IMMIGRATION
DETENTION
OF CHILDREN




FINAL SCORE
Lebanon Possible

1 8 Treaties 20

National laws 10

Processing 26

Both pre-trial and pre-return detention of
children takes place in Lebanon. On
average the time children spend in Rights 20
detention exceeds one month. There Oversight 12
are some practices that provide support Sub Total

for migrant children living in the
community which could be expanded,
but immigration detention is a separate
system.

Placement 12

Lebanon has ratified four of the six Conventions and Protocols that assist in the protection of children in the
context of migration.

Recommendation: The Government of Lebanon is strongly encouraged to ratify the Convention Relating to
the Status of Refugees (the 1951 Convention) and the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights
of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families.

There is no law in Lebanon to prevent the immigration detention of children.

Recommendation: The Government of Lebanon is strongly encouraged to implement a law in alignment with
international standards that prohibits the detention of all children and their families.

Lebanon has very few policies or practices in place which are sensitive to the needs of migrant children, those
that do exist are often exempt from the immigration detention system, such as guardianship. Some positive
practices exist for those facing criminal charges, but they are not available for those who are administratively
detained.

Recommendation: The Government of Lebanon is strongly encouraged to urgently develop and implement
child-centred policies and practices, especially for unaccompanied children.
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There are some placement options for unaccompanied children and families — but they are run by Non-
Government Organisations, and they are not utilised by the government in a systematic way. The majority of
families are detained, sometimes in separate locations.

Recommendation: The Government of Lebanon is strongly encouraged to urgently develop policies and
practices that uphold the liberty of children and their families. The government should utilise existing practices
of alternatives to detention in a robust and systematic fashion.

Very little social assistance and housing is provided for migrant children and their families. Education is extended
to all Lebanese citizen children, and while this is provided for some migrant children it is discriminatory in nature.

Recommendation: The Government of Lebanon must uphold the rights of migrant children to indiscriminate
access to education, housing, social assistance and health care. Additionally, the Government of Lebanon is
strongly encouraged to introduce firewall legislation to ensure social welfare services are not impeded by
migration control activities.

Immigration detention decisions are made by immigration police, and no judicial review of the decision takes
place. Lebanon does not have any monitoring or reporting of immigration detention by independent bodies, nor
are immigration detention statistics regularly published.

Recommendation: The Government of Lebanon is strongly encouraged to improve its statistics by including
disaggregated data about immigration detention, coupled with developing the National Preventive Mechanisms

for Detention Monitoring.

It is estimated that around 300 children are detained in Lebanon each year. Those in pre-trial detention can be
held for periods of up to one year, with sub-standard living conditions and children being detained with unrelated
adults. The government reports on statistics for these cases. Children are also held in administrative detention
before returns and there is little transparency about these cases.

Recommendation: The Government of Lebanon is strongly encouraged to abolish the detention of children, in
law and in practice, in both the pre-trials and returns context. The government needs to take significant and
immediate action to reduce numbers of children detained for extended periods of time and to commit to
transparency by providing statics on the number of children in administrative detention.

The CRC is integrated into national domestic law, but application in relation to immigration detention of children is
not applied or routinely reported on. Little political will for change exists to protect the rights of migrant children.

Recommendation: The Government of Lebanon needs to urgently commit to upholding the rights of children
in order to comply with international law obligations and standards.
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This scorecard has been assessed by the Lebanon NextGen Index Committee:
e Insan Association

For further information regarding how this score was measured visit

If you have any questions, please contact the Global Campaign:

media@endchilddetention.org
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mailto:media@endchilddetention.org

Additional Resources & Information

Treaties & National Laws
e Lebanon Ministry of Justice Reports

Community Integration & Support
¢ Insan Association: Shattered Dreams - Children of Migrants in Lebanon

e Global Detention Project: Kidnapped, Trafficked, Detained? The Implications of Non-state Actor
Involvement in Immigration Detention

Infrastructure & Oversight

e Human Rights Watch: Lebanon - Migrant Domestic Workers with Children Deported
e Human Rights Watch: Lebanon - Migrant Workers’ Children Deported
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http://pa.justice.gov.lb/index.php?view=PDFViewer.default_cat&cid=2&m=3)
http://www.insanassociation.org/en/images/Shattered%20Dreams-%20children%20of%20migrants%20in%20Lebanon.pdf
http://cmsny.org/publications/jmhs-kidnapped-trafficked-detained/
http://cmsny.org/publications/jmhs-kidnapped-trafficked-detained/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/04/25/lebanon-migrant-domestic-workers-children-deported
https://www.hrw.org/news/2014/09/02/lebanon-migrant-workers-children-expelled
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